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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1926.859 

(d) Stringers of ample strength shall 
be installed to support the flooring 
planks, and the ends of such stringers 
shall be supported by floor beams or 
girders, and not by floor arches alone. 

(e) Planks shall be laid together over 
solid bearings with the ends overlap-
ping at least 1 foot. 

(f) When floor arches are being re-
moved, employees shall not be allowed 
in the area directly underneath, and 
such an area shall be barricaded to pre-
vent access to it. 

(g) Demolition of floor arches shall 
not be started until they, and the sur-
rounding floor area for a distance of 20 
feet, have been cleared of debris and 
any other unnecessary materials. 

§ 1926.856 Removal of walls, floors, 
and material with equipment. 

(a) Mechanical equipment shall not 
be used on floors or working surfaces 
unless such floors or surfaces are of 
sufficient strength to support the im-
posed load. 

(b) Floor openings shall have curbs or 
stop-logs to prevent equipment from 
running over the edge. 

(c) Cranes, derricks, and other mechan-
ical equipment. Employers must meet 
the requirements specified in subparts 
N, O, and CC of this part. 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979 , 75 FR 48135, Aug. 9, 
2010; 77 FR 49730, Aug. 17, 2012; 78 FR 23843, 
Apr. 23, 2013] 

§ 1926.857 Storage. 
(a) The storage of waste material and 

debris on any floor shall not exceed the 
allowable floor loads. 

(b) In buildings having wooden floor 
construction, the flooring boards may 
be removed from not more than one 
floor above grade to provide storage 
space for debris, provided falling mate-
rial is not permitted to endanger the 
stability of the structure. 

(c) When wood floor beams serve to 
brace interior walls or free-standing 
exterior walls, such beams shall be left 
in place until other equivalent support 
can be installed to replace them. 

(d) Floor arches, to an elevation of 
not more than 25 feet above grade, may 
be removed to provide storage area for 
debris: Provided, That such removal 
does not endanger the stability of the 
structure. 

(e) Storage space into which material 
is dumped shall be blocked off, except 
for openings necessary for the removal 
of material. Such openings shall be 
kept closed at all times when material 
is not being removed. 

§ 1926.858 Removal of steel construc-
tion. 

(a) When floor arches have been re-
moved, planking in accordance with 
§ 1926.855(b) shall be provided for the 
workers engaged in razing the steel 
framing. 

(b) Cranes, derricks, and other hoisting 
equipment. Employers must meet the 
requirements specified in subparts N 
and CC of this part. 

(c) Steel construction shall be dis-
mantled column length by column 
length, and tier by tier (columns may 
be in two-story lengths). 

(d) Any structural member being dis-
membered shall not be overstressed. 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979 , 75 FR 48135, Aug. 9, 
2010; 77 FR 49730, Aug. 17, 2012; 78 FR 23843, 
Apr. 23, 2013] 

§ 1926.859 Mechanical demolition. 
(a) No workers shall be permitted in 

any area, which can be adversely af-
fected by demolition operations, when 
balling or clamming is being per-
formed. Only those workers necessary 
for the performance of the operations 
shall be permitted in this area at any 
other time. 

(b) The weight of the demolition ball 
shall not exceed 50 percent of the 
crane’s rated load, based on the length 
of the boom and the maximum angle of 
operation at which the demolition ball 
will be used, or it shall not exceed 25 
percent of the nominal breaking 
strength of the line by which it is sus-
pended, whichever results in a lesser 
value. 

(c) The crane boom and loadline shall 
be as short as possible. 

(d) The ball shall be attached to the 
loadline with a swivel-type connection 
to prevent twisting of the loadline, and 
shall be attached by positive means in 
such manner that the weight cannot 
become accidentally disconnected. 

(e) When pulling over walls or por-
tions thereof, all steel members af-
fected shall have been previously cut 
free. 
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